154 


A 


IR 


* 


4 


B) EDWARD S YN GE, M. A. Prebentar 


BLI 


- 


ry | 0 


printed by ee for 


* * 
* 
Ka * 


— a 
_ 
4 
—— 
3 
4 I 
* 
* 
"= 
Bw 
4 — 
s = 
* 4% 
» i 
' 
4] 
- 
b * 
* 


2 1 
0 
43 
4 * 25.7 
; 0 30 8 
22 
1 
a Pe 
> 
. 
* 
.. 
1 
- * * 
1 
ä 1 
n 
— 
+ 
- - 7 
* 
" 
%& 
7 4 
; p 
* 
F X 
» wel | 
PE a 4 * n + 
Ws SP Y 


IS. + 
— 
A whe agar 
_ — 


——_— 


— 8 


—— — n — — n 


—— — — 
- 


E | 4" 


\ 


NOURABLE 


4 


% BB = » 
4 4 4 
. 4 
; a «= 2p er ae 
3X Yd WN en 
* #%\ * 1 s 4 0 is » 2 — wa 
4 5 * 7 - 1 
ES. . * : 1 k * | 
r c BING Bp un oi dg 
1 * # 4%,44 4 1 . 3 83889 3 9 
* 
7 * 
73 een 
& 4b 5 0 . 


— 
* 


To the THRONE. 


7101 II * | | 


"Ry 0 " : ” 6 < 


B) E D WAR Dp STN GE, M. A. Prebendary of 
Patricks, DU BLN. 855 


TCC 7) 
printed by Janizs Canzon, for J. Peprar, Bookſeller in Sinner 
Nou. 1719. TE 


* 
» 
- x : 
F 
d PT VET 
— — — 
: 
- Fe. FE 2 2 a 
— A 4 
2 — IF 
* — pg 
* 
* 1 
— — 
— 
- 
\ — 
"- 
* 8 y 
- 
: 1 4 
* 
«7 4 N 2 „ Fl - N þ 
4 a it W 8 2 


ous * $277 EF) A 
T W &' 
bh 1 m4 UF : 4 * 0 
＋ 2 FX $ / * 
1 8 — Fa. 
p þ * ——_ * F 
42 . * — 2 N 1 
4 * 


n 
LITE: 2-20 


THA the Tha 5 


deſired to 


with. 


Bruen Worthington 0 
Iſaac Ambroſe, 


„ 


f this Houſe be giving 10 
I the Reverend Mr. Edward Synge fo the Ex- 
cellent Sermon by him Preached before this Houſe on 
Saturday = at H. Andrew's Church; and that he be 
rint the ſame, and that Mr. Theophilus } 
Clements and Coll. Sandford do Acquaint him there. 


D. Cl. . 
Dom. Com. | 
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Ps ALM CXVIIL Ver. 23, 24. 


Inis is the Lords doing, it is marvellous iu our Eyes. 
His is the Day which the Lord hath made, doe will 
rejojce and be glad in it. e 
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HOE VER has form'd to himſelf 
juſt and proper Notions of the 
Means neceſſary to promote and 
1 ſecure his own Happineſs in this 
WLif:, will readily allow, That the Welfare of every 
rvate Man is inſeparably connected with the pub- 
15 Welfare of that Society of which he is a Member. 
As therefore, in conſequence of the general Belief 
Wot a Divine Providence, which diſpoſes and governs 
WHuman Affairs, every Perſon is oblig'd to return 
tanks to Almighty God, for the particular Mercies 
Wand Bleſſings vouchſafed to him: So in all impor- 
Want Events, where Wie PAR Happineſs appears to 
W very greatly, and effectually ſecur'd and promo- 
Wd, The Thanks and Praiſes which we offer unto the 
Je Divine Majeſty, ought to be as National and 
averſal, as the Bleſſings receiy'd are great and dit- 


live, 


4 


Occaſion, may appear to be in the higheſt De 


a 4 Sermon preach'd before the © 


and memorable Tranſaction; we are able to diſcs. 


borh on a grateful ſenſe of the Bleſſings we enjoy, and 


make to Almighty God, on this great and ſolemn 


Throne, is a truly, great and valuable bleſſing to thelef 
far it may from the Nature of the Tranlaction it {ell} 
and from many very remarkable Antecedent and Cons 
ſequent Circumſtances be rationally inferr d; Tha 


therefore marvellous in our Eyes; that this ist 


| es 


But when ona further and more exact Conſider, 
tion of the Nature and Circumſtances of any grea 


ver very plain Marks and Characters of an Extraorgj. 
nary Favourable Interpoſition of the Divine Proyj. 
dence: In ſuch a cafe 'twill doubtleſs be acknoy. 
ledg'd, that our Thanſgivings and Praiſes, our Joy 
and Exultation ought to know no Bounds but ſhould 
be rais'd to the higheſt pitch, and Expreſs d in the moſt 
ſolemn and triumphant manner, as being founded, 
a rational humble Confidence of the Divine Fayour 
and Protection. e | 4D 
That the Returns therefore of Praiſe and Thank(. 
giving which we are all, I hope, ſincerely diſpos'd to 
O 
| | t Degree 
rational and well grounded; it ſhall be the buſineß 
of the following Diſcourſe, not only to prove in 
general, what is at firſt View very obvious, that the 


Acceſſion of His Majeſty King GEORGE, to thÞ 


Nations: Bur alſo more particularly to ſhew, How! 


2 


this is in a very ſingular manner the Lords _ * 
r Day 
which 
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ich the Lord hath made, and that therefore we 
ache to reſoyce and be glad in it. 


= 


To this End it will be neceſſary. 


I. To enquire briefly into the true Grounds, on which 
Men may rationly conclude, That the Divine Promi- 
lence which diſpoſes and governs all things here below, 
has appear'd to favour the accompliſhing any yery great 
ind memorable Work. Ha 


II. By conſidering the Particular Nature and Cir. 
lum ſtances of our preſent Caſe, to ſhew how far any, and 
whet Evidence of a remarkably favourable Interpoſitiun 
i! the Divine Providence does therein appear. Which 
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when 1 have done I ſhall 
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l dly. Conſider, In what manner we ought aud 
Wire loud to Expreſs our Joy and Thankſullneſ to 
anngliy Cod for the Bleſſings we have received. 


I. Firſt then, To diſcover the true Grounds on which 
Men ma); rationally conclude, That the Divine Providence 
as appear'd to favour the accompliſting any great and 
nemorable Work ; Tvill be neceſſary that we Endea. 
Your, as well as we are able, to form ſome general 
conſiſtent Notions of the Methods of Gods Provi- 

E in the Diſpoſition and Government of Human 

alrs. ob paves 
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For the general True Doctrine of alcribing ai 
Events to 1 Providence of God, is ſometimeʒ iy 
weak and inconſiderate Men, ſo unhappily miun ne 
derſtood, that many who obſerve the Wicked to fc fee 
ceed in very evil Undertakings, do hence raſhly inj ior 
That in the attainment of theſe evil Ends, they hae 
the concurrence of the Divine Favour and Protection 
Whereas from the cleareſt and beſt Notions ye. x; 
able to form of the Divine Nature, it follows, ee 
to a Demonſtration, That tis abſolutely impoſſible] 
for a Being, endued with all imaginable PerteQions 
and Infinite both in Wiſdom and Goodnels, ever to 
"Favour, Countenance, or Approve any thing that ig 
Evil, and contrary to thoſe Rules, by which, in con- 
formity to the Divine Will, the Actions and purſuits! 
of Free Agents ought ro be regulated. MM 
Io give therefore ſome very ſhort Account of tis 
matter, as far as is neceſſary to my preſent Deſign, we 
are to obſerve, That Man being an Intelligent Free 
Agent, has a Natural Power and Liberty of Prop 
ſing to himſelf any End which he foreſees, even a 
poſlibility of compaſſing, and of applying his own Po: | 
ers, or thoſe of any other Beings, as far as they ate 
ſubject to his direction and management, to the at- 
tainment thereof. And whenever this is done, 'tis | 
manifeſt, that according to the Ordinary courſe of 


NC 
uc 


Nature, Eſtabliſned by God in the firſt formation of 
all things, the ſeveral Inſtruments applied to the 
PEE Execution 


— 
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ice their proper genuine effects: From whence it 
lows, that in order to the Production of many 
44s, no other Act or Concurrence of the Divine 
over is neceſſary beſide that General one, by which 
epreſerves every Creature, and continues to it the 
erciſe of thoſe Natural Potvers and Capacitys of 
ting, with which in its firſt formation it was endued. . 
Now, tis obvious to every Man's Apprehenſion, 
at the Notion of Humane Freedom and Liberty of 
ice, does neceſſarily imply, a Natural Ability in 
Man to make a wrong choice and abuſe this Free- 
m to Evil and improper purpoſes, contrary to the 
ll and Intentions of Almighty God: And yet in 
in are we poſſeſs d of this Freedom and Liberty, if 
e Exerciſe thereof be in no caſe poſſible : Since 
Wcrctorc it has pleas'd our Great Creatour to form 
en upon this Model thereby to make them capable of 
pineſs ; It ſeems to be a method every way moſt - 
recable to his infinite Wiſdom, to propoſe to their 
n{deration, all thoſe Motives, which are proper - 
Influence and determine Free Agents to a Regular 
rlormance of their duty (or which is the ſame 1 055 
2 conſtant uniform purſuit of their own real Hap- 
nels) and then to leave them in many Inſtances, to 
cha Free Exerciſe of their own Facultys and Powers 
5 ſuitable to tacir reſpective Natures, and may be 
the whole conſiſtent with his own Infinitely Wiſe 


d Cod Deſigns. What 
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Jccution of an End, may by a Natural efficacy pro- 
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What theſe Deſigns are, tis perhaps mpelt dle 
the Weak and limited Underſtandings of Men fl 
and completely to know and comprehend: (Only 
in General we may be aſſur'd from the Knowleds! 
ve have of the Nature of God, that they arc infinite] 
Good and Worthy the appointment of ſo Excellent 
a Being J And therefore it is that we are fo little ahl 
to account for many ſeemingly Irregular appearance 
or to aſſign clear and farisfactory Reaſons, why! 
ſome Inſtances Evil Men are ſufter'd by the Exerciſ 
of their own Natural Powers to ſucceed in ſome, eye 
of their worſt deſigns: Why in others Almighty Coll 
by interpoſing his own Eminent Superior Power, hing 
ders the Execution of their beſt concerted Projet 
Or, which often happens, makes the worſt and mol 
deteſtable Machinations of Wicked Men, much be 
ſide their Intention and deſign, ſubſervient to ſom 
Unqueſtionably good and deſirable End: As litt 
are we able to Diſcover, why ſometimes thoſe deſgiſ 
which are apparently the beſt, and moſt aorceablet 
his Will, and are purſu'd by very Lawful and com 
Li mendable Methods, do yet fail of their intended pid 
bable effects: The perfect knowledge of theſe thing 
does in a great meaſure depend on 2 full and com 
plete view of the whole Scheme and deſign of Pro 
dence: And therefore for full fatisfaction, we mul 
refer our ſelves to the other World, when we {hal 
more clearly fee the Tendency of all the Worr ny 


ä . 0 
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c has done, together with the Relation of every 
rt to the whole: And then many particular Pas- 


| y | | 
1 which now may ſeem irregular and unaccounta- 
9 eas WC conſider them in part and by themſelves, will 


1 lelation to the Whole, appear to have a great deal 
Reaſon and e in them. a 
Howe ver, from what has been hinted, both of the 
ature of God, and the manner in which Free Agents 
rc capable of executing their own Intentions ; It 
ery maniteſtly appears, That the Almighty Creator 
and Governour of the Univerſe cannot be taid to con- 
nr co the Production, of any evil Effects, conſequent 
Won che abuſe of our Liberty of Acting, in any other 
eaſe than this; That As a Firſt and univerſal Cauſe, 
Wo! all che Powers aud Faculties with which created 
eings are endu'd, He continues to us theſe Powers 
and Faculties, and allowes us ſuch an Exerciſe of chem 
sss ſuitable to their Reſpective Natures, and ſuch, as 
lc who alone fully and compleatly knows his own 
fnitel) Wiſe and Good Deſigns, finds ro be in the 
ole conſiſtent with the attainment of them. 
But where the End and tendency of any Work is 
manifeſtly Good, and productive of the real Intereſt 
and Happineſs of Mankind; where this End has been 
purſued by lawful and commendable Methods; and 
where theſe Endeavours have been crown'd with 
ducceſs: In ſuch a Cale, Nothing can be more high- 
ly agreeable to right Reafon,or to the whole Tenorof 
ERR, IT „ 
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_ the Holy Scriptures, than to own and acknowledye q 
concurrence of the Providence of God, not only | 
the General and Imperfect Senſe of the Terms ij 
now mentioned ; But in the more particular, 
Mioral acceptation thereof, as Milling and Approvin 
what has been by the Intervention ot iecond Cauſy 
moſt happily Effected. 

And in all ſuch Caſes it is further uſeful and necd 
ſary to obſerve the Influence of this Divine Proyj 
dence diſcovering it ſelf in the many remarkable Ci 
cumſtances, that contribute to the completing and 
_ perfecting the intended Work. SW 1 

It what 1 have hitherto been diſcourſing be duly 
conſider'd, it will thence appear That the concurrency 
of many, and thoſe ſometimes remarkable circum 
ſtances, does not in all Inſtances, any more than thi 
{acceſs of Evil Men in their Wicked Deſigns, give u 
a certain Aſſurance of the Divine Favour and Protea 
on: The reaſon in both caſes is the ſame: Becaud 
God having in the firſt formation of the univerſe {t 
led the Natural Order of cauſes and Effects and ſome 
of theſe cauſes being ſubject to the Direction of Free 
Intelligent Beings, It follows, That Men may dextrouſy 
andskilfully apply theſe ſeveral cauſes, to the Execution 
of certain Ends which they propoſe to themſelves: 
And that by Virtue of the one general continu d Act 
of Gods Power, whereby he preſerves the whole crea. 
tion, theſe cauſes rightly applied, may and do ordi- 
narily produce their Natural Effects. There 


— ——— 


a There are but two forts of Caſes, in which the 
Wobſcrvation of remarkable Circumſtances can give 
uus any aſſurance of the Divine Favour and Protecti- 
3 7 e | 

J. Thoſe whercin for the attainment of any End, 
the Order and Efficiency of Natural Cauſes, is plainly 
and evidently ſuſpended and over-rul'd : Thus 


Jol. 10. 12. Evident it was, That the ordinary &ourſe 
ſoſtua an opportunity further to complete the Vic- 
ory he had obtain'd over the eAmorites: And 
where theſe Changes are fo made, as that all who 
behold them muſt neceflarily Acknowledge, an im- 


(ac is plain, and the Interpolition of Providence 


or Exception. by | 


Particular Concurrence of the Divine Mill and Power, 


aye conſpir d to favour ſuch a Work, may admini- 
er to us, a juſt Occaſion of Acknowledging, That 


they 
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when the Almighty commanded the Sun to ſtand ftill 
in Gibeon, and the Moon in the Valley of Ajalon, 


of Nature was ſtopp'd for a particular End, to give 


mediate Act of the Almighty Power of God, The 
early Conſpicuous, beyond all poſſibility of Doubt 


II. In other Inſtances we muſt add to the con- 
ſderation of Remarkable Circumſtances, a View of the 
Nature and tendency of the Work it elf: And when 
once we are aflur'd that this is every way worthy a 


hen the Obſervations made, on the ſeveral Natural 
auſes, which by a happy Influence and Conjunction 
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they were in this manner, and to this very End ging 
ed and diſpoſed by that Almighty: Power, who doe 
uhatſoever pleaſeth him in the Heavens, in the Ex 
in the Sea, and in all deep places. _ 
Thus that the Winds and the Seas ſhould at ſuch 4 
certain time be in this or That Situation: That x 
ny Perſons ſhould dye a Natural or a violent Death: 
this or that particular juncture: That the utmo 
viſible skill and Addreſs in the management of Coun 
cils ſhould be moſt miſerably abortive : Thar thi 
United Endcavours of Numbers of ill diſpos'd Me 
ſhould fail of their deſir'd and Expected ſucceß 
And that all theſe and many other fortunate Eyent 
ſhould be very plainly productive of one and th 
fame End: All theſe things, Ifay, We cannot poſi 
tively and in all caſes affirm to be - Extraordinary im 
mediate Acts of the Divine Power, ſuſpending theordif 
nary Operations of Natural cauſes and thereby coun: 
tenancing and approving the End obtain'd: Buf 
where the Work it ſelf, which they have all conſpird 
very effectually to promote, is unqueſtionably Col 
and Worthy the Divine Fayour ; It is highly agreable 
to Right reaſon and to the beſt Notions which Reeg 
lation affords us of the Methods of God's acting b 
the Intervention of ſecond Cauſes, to aſcribe theſe 
Events to the Particular and Immediate Providence 
of an Infinitely wiſe and good God. . 


P — JR .. * 


The 


Tne General Foundations therefore of all Rational 
onfidence of the Divine Favour and Prote Ction be- 
1g in this manner ſetled and Explained, I proceed 
o the ſecond and principal thing I propoſe more at 
arge to inſiſt ON, „ 

Il. To conſider the Nature and circumſtances of 
hat Particular Bleſſing which we this day Comme- 
orate: And From what has been ſaid We may ca- 
ſly obſerve, That in Order to make up the full and 


Cþ 
00 
cg 


pliſhment thereof, twill be incumbent on us to 
prove. 


productive of the happineſs of theſe, Nations. 
II. That the means us d to bring about and Ac- 

compliſh this Work, were Lawful and Commenda- 

1 | WF 1 


ach of them conſpir'd either Antecedently to the Ef- 


continuing it.. 


and obtain d by His Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, 
are really Good and Productive of the true intereſt 
and Happineſs of theſe Nations, is ſo very clear and 
Manifeſt, that Nothing but the Unparralel'd folly and 
_ * eng 
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omplere Evidence of an Extraordinary Favourable 
Incerpoſition of the Divine Providence in the Accom- 


I. That the Work perform'd is really good, and 


III. That there has been a ſurprizing concurrence 
of many, very remarkable Circumſtances, which have 


kcting the Work or Conſequently to the perfecting and 
. That the Work perform'd, the Ends deſign d * 
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madneſs of ſome among us could juſtify my entrindM 


ever ſo briefly into the proof of it. A 
If we conſider Men with regard to the Concerns oi 
this Life, Tis a ſelf Evident Truth, That the Welfud hl 
and Happineſs of Mankind in Society is vaſtly berreW' 
ſecur'd and promoted by a Legal and limited Adr 
miniſtration of the Government than by one that Min 
eArbitrary and Tyrannical: It we conſider then 
with reſpect to the concerns of a Lite to come Tie 
Equally evident, That the Protection and preſervariW* 
on of our Holy Religion, is infinitely more Produc] 
tive of the Good and Happineſs of Mankind than" 
the perſecution and deſtruction of it: And if theſe? 
two Plain and unconteſted Maxims be once aſſented WF 
to, There needs no labour'd Argumentation to prove, WW 
That the ſettlement of the Crown in the Proteſtant MW 
Line, was and is Productive of the real Intereſt and WM 
Happineſs of theſe Nations: And on the contrary 
that che Deſigns entred into by ſome. to defeat this 
ſettlement, and to ſubject theſe Nations. to the Go- 
vernment of a Proſcrib'd Popiſh Pretender, if God WM 
for our Sins had permitted them to take Effect, muſt 
at once have inyoly'd us all in the moſt finiſn d Ruin 
and , F 
For what can at firſt view be more abſurd and con- 
tradictory to Reaſon and common Senſe than to aſſert 
That a Perſon claiming under a ſuppos d Indefeaſs. | 
ble Hereditary Right and a Slawiſh unlimited a be | 
Min 5 ; Obedience 


* 
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Nledience relative to that Right, may be bound by 
aus, and is a proper Patron and Guardian of the 
kighrs and Libertys of a free People: And on the 


ther hand, That a Prince whoſe claim is founded on 
hc Laws of the Land, is and muſt be Under a neceſ- 


NC 


h ty of ſubverting and deftroying thoſe Laws and pul- 
Ming up the Foundations of his own Right: To be- 


eye, That a Perſon fir'd with reſentment againſt the 
people of theſe Nations, from whom he apprehends 
e has receiv'd great injurys, muſt out of the Native 


oodneſs and generoſity of his diſpoſition, ſo often 
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n © | 
(Wn (0 falſly Magnified, and without any other Obli- 
e ation ſo to do, inviolably preſerve to them, the 
olledion of theſe Rights; And that a Prince, who 


s a gratciu and generous Senſe of the Good incli- 
ations, the People of theſe Kingdoms difcover'd to 
put themſelves under his Protection, muſt be diſpo- 
ed to Invade them; And do that in a Country, 
here the Laws of the Land oblige him to the con- 
ary, which in his other Dominions where he is per- 
ectly free from ſuch reſtraints He has never attempt- 
d: And Laſtly To avow, that a Perfon of known 
nd undiſſembled affection to the Popiſh Religion, is 
ic only one who can preſerve a Proteſtant Eſtabliſh d 
hurch, tho' by his Acceſſion to the Throne all thoſe 
Laws which have been fram'd for its ſupport and ſe- 
ty are at once annull'd and Abrogated: Tho' he 
obliged in Conſcience, and under pain of forfeiting 
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his Dominions (by the Expreſs Law * of his Relivion 
when ever he has Power, to deſtroy it: And tho! 
conjunction of many forreign Popiſh Powers fl 
vour'd by thoſe of the fame perſuaſion among yz 
would always be ready, to aid and aſſiſt him in th, 
Execution of this Pious deſign: And on the other 
{ide that a Proteſtant Prince a member of the Com. 
munion of our Church, obliged by a juſt regard ie 
his own True intereſt to preſerve and protect it; and 
who, tho he Intended any Alterations, cannot effe 
them without the conſent of the Nation in Parliament} 
muſt neceſſarily and unayoidably Endanger and de: 
ſtroy it: What J ſay can even ar firſt view be more 


_ * Moneantur autem et inducantur, et fi neceſſe fuerit, per cenſuram 
Eccleſiaſticam compellantur ſeculares Poteſtates, quibuſcunque fungantur 
Officiis, ut ſicut reputari cupiunt et haberi fideles, ita pro defenſione fidei 
præſtent publice juramentum, quod de terris ſuæ juriſdictioni ſubjectis uni- 

verſos Hæreticos ab Eccleſia denotatos bona fide pro viribus extcrminare} 
Studebunt, ita quod amodo quandocunq; quis fuerit in poteſtatem five 
perpetuam five temporalem aſſumptus, hoc teneatur capitulum juramento 
firmare. Si vero dominus temporalis, requiſitus et monitus ab Eccleſa, 
ſuam terram purgare neglexerit ab hererica fæditate per Metropolitauum 
EX cæteros comprovinciales Epiſcopos Excommunicationis vinculo innode- 
tur. & fi ſatisfacere contempſerit, intra annum ſignificetur ſummo Pontifict} 

ut ex turc ipſe Vaſſallos ab Ejus fidelitate denunciet abſolutos, et terram? 
Exponat Catholicis occupandam, qui eam Exterminatis hæreticis ſine u- 
la contradictione poſſideant, &c. e 


This Paſſage is to be found in the in 4th. Council of Lateran Cap. 3. A 
General Council and always approv'd in the Church of Rome and It is 
with a ſmall variation inſerted in their Cannon Law. From whence it 

is here Quoted. Decret. Greg. Lib. 5. Tit. 7 De Hereticis Cap. 13. 
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blurd and contradictory to common ſenſe and rea- 
on than all and every of theſe monſtrous Aſſerti- 
ons. 3 
And yet theſe and numberleſs other direct and ma: 
nifeſt CONTRADICTIONS, All choſe 
wong us are under a neceſſity of owning and believ- 
ing, who while they pietend a zeal for the Proteſtant 
kcligion, for the Intereſts of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
for thoſe truly valuable Rights and Privileges which 
xe the Birth-right of the Subjects of theſe Nations, 
ind make us objects of Envy to the World beſide, are, 
by I know not what Infatuation, prompted to think 
and believe that they are not ſufficiently ſecure in 
the Poſſeſſion of every thing Requiſite to their real 
Happineſs, under the Preſent Government, and there- 
or; ſeem _reſoly'd on the firſt Occaſion not only to 
Endeavour the ſubverſion thereof, But in order to 
ect this, to give themſelves up to certain ruin and 
Deſtruction. FF py 
Ir is not indeed much to be wondred that Men 
acted by violent Paſſions and reſolv'd to gratific 
their own Private Ambition and Reſentment at any 
ate, ſhould avow the greateſt Abſurditys, if they 
can hope thereby to conciliate the Affections of the 
leople, and Engage them to favour their Pernicious 
leſigns: And certain it is that the Grounds of popu- 
lar Clamour and Diſaffection to Governours, are 
often ſo Artfully laid, that the Undiſcerning Mul- 
8 — titude 
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18 eA Sermon preach'd before the 
titude perceive not the ſnare, but are deluded an 
led Blindfold, into meaſures Productive of their gy! 
and the Publick ruin: But never ſurely was there ſ 
great an inſult offer d to the Underſtandings of Men 
as to attempt to impoſe upon them by plain and pal 
pable CONTRADICTIONS: Nor wa 
there ever a more Flagrant Inſtance of the Fajj 
and Madneſs of any People, than to fuffer them 
{elves to be in fo groſs a manner impoſed upon. 

For let us ſuppoſe the very Worlt they can pretend 
that their Preſent Condition were even as bad à 
theſe Men moſt tally inſinuate it to be, and then Ob 
{ſerve the Method they are in To mend it. *Tij 
ſhort this: They are reſolv'd to think that theid 
Civil Rights and Privileges are not ſufficiently (MI 
cur'd to them; And therefore they are determin d 
by their own conſent at once to give them up: 
They are poſſeſſed with an Opinion that the Eſta 
bliſh'd Church is in danger: And therefore they 
will Endeavour by all poſſible Methods to deſtroy 
that, and cven the profeſſion of pure uncorrupted 
Chriſtianity among us: And Becauſe they have not 
yet been able to complete the ruin thereof, by bring- 
ing on us the intolerable Yoke of the Popiſh Super /i 
tion; They therefore do all they can, by Encouraging 
an open and avo-w'd diſaffection to his Mapeſty 
among it's Members, to furniſh the Adverlaries 
thereof, with the moſt ſpecious and colourable pre- 

. e 
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«ences that can be made uſe of to make Others alſo be- 
live That tis Expedient for the publick ſafety to leſſen 
or take of ſome of its Securitys. 

Bur what will the Diſaffected among us now ſay, 
To what new Artifice will they now have recourſe to 
zmuſe the People with Groundleſs Jealouſies? Now 
hen they ſee the Body of the Repreſentatives of the 
Nation ſo often and lo falfly Aſpers'd and Accus'd of 
oppoſite Deſigns, give fuch manifeſt Proof of a fix d 
and ſcttled Reſolution not to Weaken any of the 
Legal ſecuritys of the Eſtabliſh'd Church? 

The utmoſt indeed we can expect from thoſe aban- 
don d Perſons, who have notoriouſly violated the 
Religion ot the moſt folemn Oaths, and have deſpe- 


cs rely Embarqu'd in an Intereſt oppolite to his 
4 Majelty, and of coniequence to the Publick Welfare 
„That with ſhame and confuſion of Face, they {ir 
oon in Silence, and lament, that by this Deciſive 
ee, thy are at laſt driven from their Darling and 
WW: ourice Topick of Clamour and ſedition: But 'Tis 
1 hop'd, that on the Minds of thote miſtaken 
ea who have hitherto ſuffer'd themſelves by bold 
„ad confident Aſſertions to be deceiv'd and abus'd, 
use and Excellent procceding will have, as it 
8 unqueſtionably ought to have, a much nobler and 


better effect, and Oblige them at laſt to own, what 
al unprejudic'd Men have long ſince been convinced 
i, thar they now are and haye ſufficient reaſon to 

_ * think 
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think themſelves ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of their Ne 


a Particular Concurrence of the Divine Providence 
our Caſe is already as clear and Evident as any ci 
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do plainly prove the Lawfulneſs of the ſubſeque 


ligious as well as Civil Rights: And conſequeny 
that the cauſe of this our Happineſs and Sccurir; 
His Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Threne was a Woll 
really Good and Productive of the true Intereſt an 
Proſperity of theſe Nations. | 

It therefore from the ſole Goodneſs of the Eng 
deſign'd and obrain'd, it were always rational to inqꝗ . 


poſſibly be aſſignd: We plainly ſee and perceivi 
Our preſent Happineſs: And the Enjoyment ther 
of is agreably heighten d by the now delightful ie 
membrance of rhe Dangers we have happily Eſcapd 
But the ſole goodneſs of the End is not ſufficient i 
this purpoſe : For thoſe Ends which are in themſclye 
the beſt and moſt deſirable may be and often are pro 
ſecuted by Evil and unjuſtifiable Methods: Ant 
therefore that we may have the deſir d Evidence i 
our Calc, Tis requiſite that We prove. 
II. That the means us'd to bring about this Wor 
were Lawful and Commendable. 0 
Tiis obvious at firſt fight that the Proof of thi 
Point does Ultimately depend on Eſtabliſhing thi 
Lawfulneſs of thoſe Principles on which the late Gl 
rious Revolution was undertaken and accompliſhd 
For theſe conſid: r'd in their Neceſſary Conſequence 


Settlemen 
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tlement of Affairs: And if this Settlement were 
ful, then all Acts either of the Supreme Legitla- 
e or Executive Power perform'd according to the 
ndamental Laws of our Conſtitution, were Lawful 
d binding on the Conſciences of Men. 

| ſhould far Exceed the Limits of a diſcourſe of 
Nature, ſhould I Enter into the particular Detail 
thoſe Principles, on which that Great and Memo- 
ble Work was pertorm'd and is ever to be Defend 
: Nor indeed is it neceſſary ſo to do: They have 
theſe Thirty Years paſt been rhe conſtant Subject 
many Writings and Diſcourſes; and muſt, I think, 
the Judgment of all Rational unprejudiced Men 
allow id to have a fix d foundation in the neceſſary 
d immutable Laws of Right Reaſon, To be clear- 
deducible from the Nature and End of che Inſtitu- 
on of all Civil Government, To be perfectly true 
nd Conſiſtent with themſelves at all times and on 
Occaſions: In a Word, when Rightly underſtood 
nd with proper Limitations, To place the Relative 
huties, of PROTECT IONand SUB MI S- 
10 N, on the trueſt and indeed the only rational 
oundation. „F „„ 
And What theſe Principles unqueſtionably are in 
jemſelyes, That the vaſtly greater part of theſe Na- 


ons publickly own'd them to be, by ſolemnly taking, 


id often repeating, the Oaths of Allegiance to K. 


liam and Q. Anne, and abjuring the Pretender in 


both 


— 
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both rheſe Reigns: All which Acts are ſo many pe 
fitive Acknowledgments of the Lawfulneſs of the 
Power, Excluſive of all others, and conſequently 
the Nations Aſſent to thoſe Principles upon whic 
alone that Power could be proved Lawtul. 
Truc indeed it is, that on many Occaſions Som 
among us have diſcover'd, a liking and fondneß g 
other Notions and Opinions, not perfectly con 
{ſtent with theſe ſolemn Profeſſions: Particular 
we all remember, That at the latter End of the lit 
Reign many were fo fond of Aſſerting the Queer 
Hereditary Right, that they ſcrupled not to call i 
Queſtion every Mans Loyalty who deny'd it in th 
utmoſt Extent, or offer'd to infinuate (which indeed 
is the Truth) that Her Title to the Crown was Buil 
on the ſame Foundation with that of her Predece 
A Ls 
To attempt to reconcile this with their own be 
haviour, either before or fince is a vain attempt i 
reconcile Contradictions: "They firſt own thi 
Power of a King, whoſe. right was not in their ſenſi 
Hereditary: Then preſently after they Magnity the 
Hereditary Right of his Succeſlor, in ſuch terms, as tf 
Inſinuate, that there was ſome Detect in his Title 
And no fooner is an End put to that Reign allo, bu 
they {ct up the Hereditary Right of another Perſon 
which, if any he had, muſt be Prior to the late Queens 
the owning of which muſt therefore by a neceſlarſ 
2 Conlequend 


— 
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onſequence have oblig'd Men that reaſon'd conſiſ- 
ently ever to deny all Right or Title in any other 
Perſon. 

Let us however ſuppoſe that they were at that time 
ncere in their Aſſertions of the late Queens Hered:- 
far Right, And let us for the preſent allow the ut- 
noft they can falſly pretend, that the Interruption 
of this Right in favour of our Great Deliwerer, occa- 
fond in His Reign ſome Detect in the Supreme Le- 
riſative Power ; Yerwhen this Defect was ſupplied 
by Her coming to the Throne, whom they own'd 
ro be next in a Lineal Succeſſion, could there be any 


IC 


' ung further Wanting to make the Legiſlature every 
MW: Compleat? 5 
| Now then, When by many repeated Acts of the 
rei Legi ſlature, veſted with a full and complete 


Power of making Laws; The Succeſſion to the Throne 
as in a particular manner ſetled and limited; Will 
i Man in the leaſt acquainted with the common 
Mlazins of Civil Polity, and particularly with the 
Nature of our Conſtitution, Aſſert, That they had not 
alicient Power inherent terthem ſo to do? And | 
they had, Were not then All choſe who own'd their 
authority, bound in Conſcience to uſe their utmoſt 
Lndcavours, That this Succefſion might take Place? | 
lult it not be on the other Band highly ſinful, while 
ice Laws continu'd in Force, by any Methods to | 
bltcuct or Defeat it? 3 | 
. 
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But further, It appears plainly, to have been gh 
Intention of the Legi ſlature in theſe Acts ſo to limi 
the Succeſſion, as cven to put it out of their gy; 
Power, to alter or avoid it: The Laws themſelpes 
declar'd every attempt of this fort to be High- Tier 
ſon: This indeed only ſubjected Men to a Punig 
ment from the Civil Potver, from the infliction gf 
which the Prevalence of a Faction intent on ſo Peri 
cious a Deſign, might and would have ſecur'd them 
But By what Management was it poſſible for Men 
to free themſelves from thoſe Higher and Perpetys 
Obligations of Conſcience, with which, in puri 
ance of theſe Laws, they had Univerſally bound chem 
ſelves. e 1 5 7 
For the Settlement of the Crown ſeems plainly t 

have had the Formal Nature of a Contradt betyce 
theſe Nations and the Houſe of Hanover: An 
this Contract, was ratified and confirm'd by mut 
Tender and Acceptance: They therefore who thinl 
that this might have been voided, mult undertake tc 
prove either VUmwverſally That in All Contracts, how: 
ever ſolenmly made and Entred into, a ſubſequent 
change in the Will and Inclinations of One ot thi 
Contracting Partys, without any failure in the pe 
tormance of Conditions on the other ſide, doc 
free them from the Obligations they laid themlelves 
under: Or elſe Particularly that this Contract was 
ol ſuch a Nature as to leave Men at Liberty to oy 
| thig 
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s Caſe what in other and common caſes is not al- 
able: Neither of which I am perſwaded can eaſt, 
"i. bc done: To pretend to prove the former Gene- 
bropoſition, is to Contradict the moſt known 
nd obvious Rules of morality: And The ſubtle 
iftinctions, to which Evil Men might poſſibly, and 
ueſtionleſs would have had recourſe, to ſupport the 
cher Particular Aſſertion are likely now for ever to 
ontinue a ſecret, becauſe, Bleſſed be God, they are 
appily precluded, from thoſe Opportunitys, hey 
nce Expected to have, of decciving, and N 
he Underſtandings of a Deluded People by ſuc 
rtifices. | 
Bur ſuppoſe All this could be got over, By what 
\rouments will Men pretend to prove That they 
Would Ever be free from the Obligation of Oaths, 
aken indeed in compliance with our known Duty to 
e Legiſlature, but laying a Perpetual oblig ation on 
e Contciences of Men, by which they bound them- 
es to eAlmight)y Cod religiouſly ro perform whar 
hey had {worn : If the matter be conſider'd atten- 
rely Twill be found, that Nothing can looſe this 
bond, but a clear and manifeſt conviction that the 
lubject Matter of the Oath was unlawtul : And the 
only poſſible ground for this Pretence mult ariſe from 
cir ayowing the unlawfulneſs of the Powers then 
n Being: Which from their own Conceſſions is pro- 
ied to be falſe; ſince in the laſt Reign particularly 
1 e 
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the Right of the Sovereign was Own'd and Extoly! 
as Hereditary, and every other Branch ot the Legt 
| Nature was as full and complete as it could poſiibj 
1 

From what has been ſaid then we have a clear vie 
as well of the Ends deſign'd, both by thoſe who ad 
her'd to, and thoſe who Endeavour'd to defeat Hj 
Majeſty's Succeſſion, as of the Reſpective Method 
made uſe of to obtain theſe Ends: 

They who adher'd to his Intereſts plainly Acted it 
ſuch a manner, as to promote their own true, an 
real Happinels in ſocial Life; and to Secure to them 
{clyes the free Exerciſe of their Religion in order to bl 
entitled to the Promiſes and rewards of the Next 
With this view they gave their Aſſent to thele Lay 
which never were repeal'd and avoided, and could 
not be fo repeal'd, as to free Men from thoſe Sacre 
obligations with which they had bound their Conſaf 
ences : As in Compliance with them they Swore tha 
they would Support this Succeſſion: ſo in contormh 
ty to their Oaths they have endeavour'd to Suppot 
it: They had abjur'd the Pretender, and have, as both 
their Duty and Intereſt engaged them to do, reſolute 
ly oppoſed his Intereſts: And tho' by a lawtul an 
generous oppoſition, they endeavour'd to pur a flo 
to the Deſtructive Meaſures, purſued at the Latte 
End of the late Reign, yer they violated nor cnc! 
Allegiance, nor ſtirred up the People to Tum 

p 35 


15 
Rebell;ous Practices, even when they had great reaion 
to (car that Nothing Jeſs than the Total ruin of our 
Conſtitution was deſign'd: Thele are the Ends they 
propos d; T heſe the Methods by which they have 
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them. . 
wa 7 . | 
Conſider on the other hand the Ends delign'd and 


the methods purſu'd by thote who Endeayour'd to 
cleat this ſucceſſion : They plainly and evidently 
conſpired the ruin of their Country; The Deſtructi- 
on of all their Rights Civil and Religious; And To 
attain theſe wicked Ends, They firſt diſcover'd a ma- 
niteſt Inclination to repeal Laws made in ſuch a man- 
ner as that they could not without the moſt glaring 
njuſtice be repeal'd ; and vainly flatter'd themſelves. 
Wi others, That by ſo doing, their Conſciences 
ould be freed from the Obligation of the moſt ta. 
eam Oachs: And when this became an Impoſlible 
dcheme, when in purſuance of theſe Laws, made by 
Power which they themſelves acknowledg'd ro be 
awful, the Succethon had taken place, they change 
heir Attacks, bid open Defiance to all Laws Human 
ind Divine, encourage Tumults, foment Sedi- 
ons, Speak Evil of Dignities, inſult Magiſtrates, 
LNCr into open Rebellion, Endeavour to Involve 
cir Country in all the decadtul calamitys of a civil 

Var, inthe Horrid guilt of National Perjury, Trea- 
on and a ameful Deſertion of their Religion. 


Ka 
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And tho' the Nature of theſe deſigns be ſuch MP 
muſt neceſſarily Engage Men in a manifold violyj,M” 
of all the obligations of Contcience and Religion 
Vet ſome of thoſe who have openly Engag'd in the 
And others who by a ſcandalous Indifference and N; 
gligence in times of danger, have given us too ore 
reaſon to ſuſpect that they are ſecretly well affected i 
them, do Even yet pretend that they act upon ratig 
nal conſiſtent Principles: For 'tis obſerv'd that thef 
arc of Late very fond of affirming that upon the Pri 
ciples, on which the Late Revolution was undertake 
they may, and Will Endeavour to ſhake and overtur 
the preſent Government i. e. The Principles which 4 
lone do prove the Latofulneſs of his «Majeſty's Title, 
gide them free Liberty to deſtroy and defeat it. 
But this abſurd as it is, is not all: For it has bel 
the Wicked Policy of theſe Men formerly to Inſin 
ate the Unlawfulneſs of theſe Principles, in any othd 
than rhe ſingle caſe, to which it was for their advan 
tage to apply them: They were unwilling to allo 
that any other could be put, Wherein it wouldb 

| Lawtul to have recourſe to theſe as General Rational 

Maxims, fit to regulate the behaviour of Subjects: bu 

now by a ſtrange turn in their Notions and Opinion 
They themſelves are driven to take up their reſt, 0 
the very Scum and Filth and off-ſcouring of the 
Principles, and to make thoſe odious comequences Vil 
which by falſe Reaſonings they formerly loaded the 
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Rule and Meaſure of their own behaviour: It 
u been their avow'd opinion, that No other Junc- 
e of Circumſtances, No other caſe of Neceſlity but 
hat ſingle one, which actually happen'd in 1688 
ould poſſibly be, wherein *Tis Lawful for Subjects 
+ Act in the manner in which the People of theſe 
ations then did: And yet they will Act in an In- 
mitely worſe manner, without any juſt Reaſon, with- 
ut any other Ground, than Weak trifling Pretences 
Cricvance and Uncaſineſs. : 

And that I may at once ſhew the Wickednels and 
blurdity of their Proceeding in their full proporti- 
"ns; This manner of Acting is by them calculated 
o ſerve the Intereſts of the Only Perſon to whom on 
| (uppos'd Extreme Neceſſity,of' providing for their 
Win fatcty, tis and muſt be ever Unlawtul to have 
courſe, Becauſe they have Expreſly by Name abjur'd 
m: Which Act, if the moſt ſacred moral Oblj- 
tions be binding, muſt for ever hinder them from 
oluntarily ſubmitting to his Government, till they 
an not only prove, That the very being of our Con- 
ſtution is in danger, under the preſent Settlement 
un which nothing can be more Monſtrouſly falſe) 
ut till they can further prove, That There is no other 
oſſible Method, by Erecting new Forms of Govern» 
ent, or by deſiring the Protection of any other Per- 
bn to Work their Deliverance, i. e. Till they can prove 
Lat The Perſon, who moſt certainly deſigns to bring 

| Sn S* S 


them 
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30 
them to utter Ruin and Doeſtruction, is the only 
who can ſecure and Preſerve them. 

Theſe then are the Ends They propoſe ; And The 
the Wicked and ſuitable Methods by which they Ft 
deayour to obtain them: So that This is plain 
No common cafe, in which Men may chuſe, as ey 
ry ones Private Intereſt or Inclination ſways hi 
cither one {ide or other, or be [NDIFFERFN! 
co both, without much hurting the Publick or Vi- 
lating their Duty to God: Bur 'ris a caſe of ü 
higheſt and moſt important Nature, wherein we { 
All the Obligations of Conſcience and Religion an 
Duty to Tawful Kings, as well as the Preſervation « 
all chat is dear and valuable in Life, the Intereſts & 
our Country, our Holy Church, and the Chriſti 
Religion on the one hand; oppes'd to the violati 
of all the moſt Sacred Obligations by which M 
can be bound, and a manifeſt Deſign to deſtroy ti 
Purity of the Chriſtian Religion, the Church, th 
Laws, the Liberties of theſe Nations, on the othc 

And, Bleſſed be God, the ſucceſs has hitherto bee 
anſwerable, to the Goodneſs or Evil of the Defign 
themſelves, and of the Methods Entred into to cftcd 
them. All the beſt concerted. Projects of our Ene 
mies have hitherto been moſt miſerably abortive 
And the Commendable Endeavours us'd, to {ecut 
and continue to us, the Poſſeſſion of our preſent Hap 
pineſs, have been conſtantly crown'd with an uni 
terrupted ſuccefs. e And 
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And therefore the concurrence of the Bei fa” 
our in bringing about this Memorable Work alrea- 
jy manifeſt from the Goodneſs of the End, and the 
aw fulneſs of the means us d to effect it, is further 
villble in 

III. The many W Circumſtances which 
have conſpired either Antecedentiy to the Effecting it 
or Conſequently to the Perfecting and continuing it; 
Vhich was the laſt thing neceſſary, to complete the 
Evidence of an Extraordinary Favourable Interpoſi- 
on of Divine Providence. 

The preſent Settlement is own'd by all Men to be 
And all who have a juſt concern for the Intereſts of 
Ne Proteſtant Religion, the Welfare of our Eſtabliſh'd 
hurch, or thoſe truly valuable Libertys we Enjoy, 
wit own ir ro be the moſt Noble and Glorious) 
#:&t and Conſequence of the late Happy Revolu- 
on, And therefore for a full and complete Enume- 
ation, of all the remarkable Circumſtances, which 
we Conlpir' d to the Effecting this Work ; Twould 
de neceſſary to carry Our chouglits back to the 
it be; Zinnings of that AME "11 O.ReABL E 
RANS 4 CT ION and obſerve the gradual 
qvances, made thro' a ſeries of many Years, crowe- 
d with a Number and variety of great Events, to- 


rards Finiſhing and Ripening his great and com- 


licared Deſign, till at laſt by Gods Blefling it was 
ougnt to its all Maturity. 


ſ 


he 


And 


* 8 


32 i Sermon preach'd before the 


» Bag why 64, 16.4 #244 1@ 4-0» 


——_ 


— —— 


And this would open to us a Scene, very full indec 
of Wonder and Delight, but too large and compre. 
henſive to be taken in at one View: I ſhall therefore in 
my Intended obſervations go no further back than 
the latter End of the late Reign: At which Time 
'Tis I think now no longer doubted ( Becauſe pe 
have the Confeſſion of our Enemies added to other 
eyen Demonſtrative Evidence) that there was a Deion 
ſet on foot to defeat the Proteſtant Succeſſion and 
inſtead thereof ſer up the Exploded Right and Ti 
of Pac ,, 

Io prepare the way for the Execution of this Fr. 
terprize, The whole Adminiſtration of Publick Af: 


fairs was at once chang'd: Men of known Thai 
and eAbility, and (which was their only Crime) . 
firmly attach'd to the Proteſtant Intereſt, were di. 


plac d; And others of known, or ſuſpected Inclinat. 
ons to another Cauſe, Some of whom have ſince gin. 
en Demonſtration that our Suſpicions were juſt, were! 
Employ'd and Engrofs'd the favour of their Soyc- 
reign: Abroad a moſt Inglorious Peace was made, 
ſued for, and ſcarcely obtain'd by Conquerours whici 
at once rais'd the Power of our moſt formidable Enc. 
my, to a greater height than that from which Her 
Majeſty's Arms, and thoſe of her Allies, at that time 
ſhametully deſerted, under the Conduct of a Gere 
ral never but Victorious, had well nigh pull'd him; 
down: At Home the cry of the Danger of the Churc 
ons was 
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ed 1; induſtriouſly reviv'd : And thoſe who werc 
e. Healous for continuing the Succeſſion, were all repre- 


ned as [worn and avow'd Enemies to its. Intereſts : 
ne Notions of Indefeaſible Hereditary Right and Un- 
'mited Paſſive Obedience appear'd ancw in full pomp : 
Addreſſes from ſeveral parts of the Nation were by 
Art and Management procur d, full of Expreſſions 
hat fayour'd the Caule of the Pretender; And theſe, 


n | 
; | I | I 
MW che moſt Authentick Weekly Regiſter of publick _ 
MW coanſactions, were owned to be Craciouſih Re 


el; While on the other hand, Addreſſes trom the 
Body of the Nation in Great Britain, to {ct a fine upon 
s Head, met with Coldneſs and Aver ſion, and pro- 
uced no other Effect than a Moch Proclamation: 
nd a noble attempt to do the ſame thing, by an Act 
o the Legi ſlature in this Kingdom, was fruſtrated by 
Timcly Prorogation of the Parliament. . 
| From theſe and Numberleſs other Circumſtances, 
mich have unqueſtionably made too deep an Im- 
reſſion on our Minds ever to be forgotten, When All 
ood Men had fram'd to themſelves a moſt dread- 
ul Idca of the Calamitys that were ro Enſue ; And 
hen all Men were in luſpence what the Event would 
e; It pleas'd the Divine Providence, firit to Appeat 
vr our Preſervation, by ſending a Spirit of Diſſen- | 
on and Diviſion into the Councils of our Ene. | 
ies. 7 7 
H m e 
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The Great Managers of this Deſign were Men lu. 
Different Tempers and complexions : Some Hohl 
Sanguine, Violent, ready to attempt Every thing, 20 
Impatient for Action: Others more flow, and bad 
ward, apprehentive of Difficultys, fearful of Dangen 
and willing to ſecure a Retreat in caſe of miſcattiage on 
Tho” therefore They agreed in the profecution oft 
{ame End, They muſt have had very oppoſite Nef 
tions, of the beſt means to Effect it: And being, Mut 
is natural for Men Engaged in 1 Designs, probabliM 
Diffident of each other, Or, it may be, ambition! 
every one, to have the greateſt ſhare in accompliſhin 
ſo Meritorious a Work, They happily fell into ſud 
Animoſitys as made it neceſlary for 25 to Endeayoulif 
to the others Ruin, before they completed that 0 
their Country. VVVVVVVV 
And among thoſe, who were appointed to con 
duct and manage, the more diſtant Wheels, of ti 
Grand Machine, in this Kingdom; The fame Siri 
, Didi ſion quickly began to Diſcover it ſelf: Thi 
Backward Prudence and caution of ſome was hurtiec 
and precipitated by the Impetuous violence of 0 
thers: This violence prompted thoſe whom it hac 
poſſeſſed very Needleſiyj ro Embroil themſel ves, wit 
the Honeſt part of the Nation, and particularly ol 
this our Metropolis, and turniſh'd an Early and muc 
wiſh'd for opportunity to the Worthy Repreſenta: 
tiyes of this Nation, to diſcoyer their Undaunted Re 
FEE 
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\Jurion, to ſtand for their Lives and make all Law- 
l Efforts for their own and their Countrys Secu- 
ty. 
The Happy effect of all which was, that they were 
rery day involved in new Difficulties, and oblig'd 
om time to time, to put off the Execution of their 
roſects, till it pleas'd the tame Almighty Providence 
f God, at one blow to blaſt all their deſigns, by 
Patting an End as on this day to the Life of the late 
Juccn, and that juſt at the time when the Prevalence 
one Faction had left us no further Glimmerings 
hope from further delays; By a Sickneſs alſo of 
0 ſhort a Duration, as gave them not leiſure to con- 
fert proper Meaſures to be purtu'd in that Critical 
uncture, and oblig'd them even to counterfeit joy 
ind Satisfaction at his Aſcending the Throne, whoſe. 
ntereſts they had Endeavour'd to defeat. 
| Nor ſhould it be ommitted that ſome of them went 
0 far in their Diſſimulation, as to aſſume to themſelves 
ic merit of having greatly promoted this work by 
oncluding that Peace which they now ſaid did very 
uch contribute, to render His Majeſty's Acceſſion. 
o the Throne, more Eaſy and Secure: If indeed it 
ere Inſtrumental to this End, certain it is, that here- 
dy there was more than a compenſation made for the 
any Evils in which it had Involved us: However 
is is no Argument of the Goodneſs of their Intenti- 
ns who to ſerve quite oppoſite purpoſes, induſtriouſ. 
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ly promoted it: Bur a ſtrong and plain inſtance, Mm 
the ſurprizing Influence of the Divine Providence 
which often makes, as I have already faid, the yg, vc 
Machinations of Wicked Men much beſide their de 
ſign and Intention, ſubſervient to ſome unqueſtiong 
bly good and deſirable End. 

For tho' they were at firſt unable to withſtand t 
Impetuous Torrent of Joy and Inclination, with whic 
the People appear'd univerſally to receive their King 
yet they very ſoon gave manifeſt proof, of the inf 
cerity of all their Profeſſions, and Piſcover'd a fix 
and ſettled Reſolution to purſue by other methods 
the ſame Evil and Deſtructive Deſigns, in which 
they had before been Engag'd : Accordingly ſome of 
thoſe who were conſcious of their former crimes, and 
immediatly Apprehenſive of a Juſt Puniſhment du 
to them, avow'd their guilt, and openly Eſpous'dthd 
Intereſts of our Enemy: Others as heartily Em. 
barqu'd in the ſame cauſe, continu'd ſtill ro diſſemble 
Allegiance to that Prince whoſe Ruin they deſignd: 
And after they had for ſome time Employ'd their u- 
moſt Skill and Addrets ſecretly to foment Riots and 
Tumults, to Poſſeſs the Minds of Weak Men, with 
new fears of the Danger of the Church, and thereby} 
Engage them in many Acts of Violence, and an ute 
contempt of the Lawtul power of the Magiſtrates; 
They proceeded to form their Grand Deſign; Þy 1 
Rebellion in ſeveral parts of the Neighbouring 125 

dom 
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\m, to be favour'd and ſupported by a + Powerful 
fitance from abroad, at once ro complete the 
verthrow of our Whole Conſtitution. 

When this dreadful Storm was juſt ready to break 
on our Heads, when out Enemies even Triumph'd, 
at the Deſign laid could not miſcarry: It pleaſed 
e Divine Providence, again mercifully to interpolc. 
taking from off the Farth That Tyrant, who had 
W: {0 many Years been a Scourge and Terror to his 
:iohbours, juſt ar the Inſtant when his Aid and 
tance was neceffary to the Succeſs of this Wicked 
mite, By whieh Means the whole Scheme was 
oken and disjoynted : And All the Rebellicus Prac- 
of the Enemies of our Peace, did not only turn 
their Hurt who engaged in them, But were Inſtru- 
ental alſo in Confuming and Strengthning that 


ernment which they were deſign'd to Deſtroy. 


From which time as They have” Been reſtleſs and 
detarigable' in their Endeavours, to raiſe new Com 
otions at Home, and to procure the Aſſiſtance of 
ureign Powers, Enemies to our Country, and envi. 

; of "the Glory of our Sovereign, to favour and 
courage the evil Diſpoſitions of a Det: ited People: 
have chey conſtantly met with the moſt Surprizing, 

d to us Frovidential Diſappointments, ſuch as have 
Wl! nigh Extorted from ſore of them, an unwilling 
nteſlion, That the Lord is on our ſide, and rhar 
eretore. hey ale not able o Hurt or Deſtroy us. 


1 


At 
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At one time the firſt Intended Enterprixt of 
Raſhand Ambitious Northern Prince was diſappoin 
ed by a ſudden timely Diſcovery : Soon after, th 
{ame Prince, when in Conjunction with anoth 
Powerful Enemy, he began to form New Deſign 
deſtructive of our Quiet, was ſuddenly taken off i 
the Day of Battel : And the Hour is bur juſt ng 
paſt, in which the Winds and the Seas, which 0 
the Voice of the Lord, Fought againſt our Encmig 
and ſo totally diſperſed them, as to leave almoſt ng 
thing for our own Councils and Arms to Effect: 
2 Word, Whatcver has appear'd to have even a tc 
mote Influence on the Proſperity of theſe Nation 
Many Battels tought, even in the diſtant parts of th 
World, The Alliances entered into, by Newghbow 
ing Potentates, for their mutual Intereſt and Security 
Nay ! Even All the Affairs of Europe have, inalmol 
every Material Inftance, hi therto taken that Tum 
which was moſt evidently productive of our Security 

and Happineſs; even beyond what the Wiſdom and 
Foreſight of Men could form any probable Expech 
tion of; And in ſuch a Manner, as would make it 
the higheſt Preſumption in us, Ultimately to alciibe 
theſe molt Fortunate Events to any other Caulc than 
the Gracions Influence of the Almighty Providence | 
6 „ | 
And, Which is at the ſame time the higheſt Inſtance} 
of the Goodneſs of God to us, and of the Folly and 
= Iͤgngratitude 
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noratitude of Men, on whom ſo many Bleſſings ha ve 
cen conferr'd ; He has hitherto been graciouſly 
eaꝰd to Save us alſo from the Evil and Natural 
anſequences of our own Unhappy Diviſions. 
Indeed tis no eaſy Matter, even in Imagination to 
um 2 more lively Idea, of the Weakneſs and Frailty 
Human Nature, than that of which the Behaviour 
ome Men has /ately given us a fad Experimental 
emonſtration: For what can there be every way 
orc ſurprizing and unacountable, than That Men 
hen they ſeem almoſt to have arriv d at the Utmoſt | 
dof all their Wiſhes and Deſires: When that King 

; whoſe Succeſſion they formerly had ſuch Anxious 
rs and Apprehenſions, was happily ſeated on the 
hone : When the firſt daring Attempt to Diveſt 
im of it, was indeed moſt fortunately Broken and 
Pappointed: Bur ſo Diſappointed, as that they had 
ll juſt Reaſon ro Apprehend, That the ſame Facli- 
. pirit would, on any favourable Occaſion, again 
t up its Head, and make New Efforts, to kindle | 
e Flames of Sedition and Rebellion in the Land; 
lat Ar ſuch a Juncture, and in {uch Circumſtances, . 
len, who in Times of Imminent Danger and Di“ 
ulty, had taken ſweet Council together, and Walker 
all their commendable Deſigns, as Friends, ſhould - 
na fuddain divide, and crumbs into Partys, weak- _ 
that Authority which their united Endeayours had 
0, without a manifeſt Inter poſition of the Divin- 
008 Providence, 
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Providence, been able to ſupport, ſer honeſt Men at 
Variance among themſelves, and give New Life ang 
Vigour to the chen almoſt Expiring Hopes ot their 
common Enemys. 
Ihe Particular Cauſes and Occaſions of theſe De. 
plorable Difſentions, Twould indeed very ill be. 
come me to pretend to Aſſian: But the Evil of they 
is of too high a Nature to be let pats, without au 
Animadverſion. And yet, Notwithſtanding All thi; 
We are till preſerv'd, We are yet happy; tho' our 
Foes, animated by theſe Diſſentions, are indefatigable 
in conſpiring our Deſtruction : Is not this the ſtrong. 
eſt Inſtance of the Care the Divine Providence has 
over theſe Nations? An Inſtance in which indeed the 
Order of Natural Cauſe es and Effects ſeems plain) 
to be ſuſpended and over-ruled. „„ 
For our Bleſſed Saviour has told us, That evi 
; Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is brought to Deſolati- 
on: And the Reatons arc Obvious, why in the ordi-1 
nary. courſe of Things, fo it muſt be: But among 
us Men are not only divided in their Inclinations and 
Deſigns, ſome to Deſtroy, and others to ſupport the} 
preſent Government; But even the? latter have, know] 
not how, been unhappily led, to Thwart, and Crols 
and Oppoſe each other; And thereby give the great. 
eſt Advantages to the common Encnies of both: And! 
yet even this Strange Unacountable Behaviour has 
not hitherto brought (And God of His Infinite Mer 
cy Grant that It may never bring) us to Deſolation. 


When 
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When therefore we turn our Thoughts to 
Ill. Conſider, In what manner we ought, and arc 
und to expreſs our Joy and thankfulneſs to Al- 
jghry God, for the Bleſſings we have receiv d: We 
mot think of any thing more conducive to our own 
al Intereſt, more becoming Men, that have a juſt 
: of the great Value, and importance of the Bleſ- 
o; confer d on them, than This: To uſe our 
tmoſt and moſt Diligent Endeavours to Prevent 
js Evil Spirit of Diſſention's gaining any Ground in 
5 Nation. 57 3 
Twas once the Glory of the Repreſentatives of this 
ation, to ſet a Noble Pattern to their Neighbours 
dfellov- Subjects, of undaunted Courage and Re- 
lution, in the Defence of His Majeſty's Title, and 
ſupport of their own Rights and Liberties: Let 
be your Glory, by ſetting a no leſs commendable 
ample, to ſhew Xi in what Manner they ought 
bear their preſent Proſperity: It has been the par- 
ular Happineſs of our Country, that while our 
egabours have been Diſturb'd with Popular Inſur- 
Vans and Rebellions, We have enjoy'd Publick Peace 
Tranquility. Let us therefore ſhew the Superior 
jſe we have of our own happy Condition, by do- 
p cvery thing in our Power to prevent any Inter- 
pion being given to this Tranquility by our own 
ons: And, As the Great Ends we 2s pro- 
vd to ourſelves, thoſe Ends, to favour which, the 
; 1 Coo 
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Confirm what has been ſo happily begun, and hit 
to ſo ſucceſsfully Purſu'd. — 1 


| feems to be very Obvious ; Becauſe the Concurrend 
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Good Providence of God has, as you have ſcen, in 
many remarkable Inſtantrs appear'd, have been, f 
ſecure our Holy Religion, the Welfare of our F Pablif 
Church, and all our truly Valuable Liberties, by fi 
ing the Crown on the Head of our moſt Gracig 
Sovereign: As we have the moſt agreeable Proſpet 
of having the Bleſſings we now Enjoy, contindd. 
us and our Poſtcrity, under his Government, andl 
Series of Succeſſors, Emulous of his Virtues ; So! 
it be our Care, As Tis unqueſtionably both our Dy 
and Intereſt, everyMan in his feveral Station, yi 
the utmoſt Vigour and Alacrity, ro Joyn and Conc 


in doing all that is further requiſite, to Finiſh an 


And that we may Effectually ſecure to our ſely 
the continuance of the Cracious Influence of Gi 


Cood Providence, Let us ſeriouſly and heartily (et! 


bout the Reformation of our own Lives. 

'Tis certain indeed, that in many Cafes where tl 
Public Intereſt of Communities, where particularlyt 
Intereſts of pure and uncorrupted Chriſttamty 1 
very nearly concern'd: The Private Vices of Me 
doe not hinder the Almighty from Concurring, cv 
to Favour their Endeavours to Accompliſh a de 
Good and Publick Work : And the Reaſon here 


of the Divine Favour is to be Eſtimated accord! 
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"the Goodne of the Publick End in View, and the 
.yfalneſs of the Meaſures enter'd into to Effect it; 
nd not according to the Private Unworthineſs of 
the Inſtruments which has not always a neceſſary con- 
«ion, either with the One or the Other: And God 
« ſufficiently arm'd with Power to inflict, and has 
allo maifeſtly declar'd, That he will inflict Criewous, 
ren Eternal Puniſhments on all thoſe that do Evil; 
ho he does not always ſend his fulgments on them 
n this World, at leaſt in ſuch à Manner, as to in. 
olye Publick Societys in one common dreadful Ca. 
Wamity. a, f.. 
Bur then, Tis as certain on the other Hand (and 
the Hiſtory, even of Gods choſen People affords us 
many Inſtances to this purpoſe) that When a Nati- 
on 15 regardleſs of many Mercies, plentifully ſhower'd 
loyn upon them, When they forget to call on the 
Name of the Lord: When inſtead of hearkning to 
is Voice, and Obeying his Commands they give 
henſelves over to Laſciviouſneſs, and work all Un- 
eaneſs with Greedineſs, The Lord is then pleaſed . 
0 ive them up a Prey unto their Enemies, and to 
utter the Deſtroyers to prevail againſt them. EN 
Let then a juſt ſenſe of the Extraordinary Bleſſings 
ouchſat d to us on the one hand; And on the other, 
| juſt fear, Leaſt God in his Anger, ſhould withdraw 
lom us the Light of his Countenance, at laſt prevail 
t us to uſe our beſt Endeayours, to put os to 
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that Infamous Coruption of Manners, that open Con. 
at tempt of all things Sacred, that Torrent of Vice, Irte. 
lugion, and Prophaneneſs that has well nigh overſpread 
the Land, and gives us but too good grounds to 
Apprehend, that we are Even now ripe for Deftructi. 
Ol. | RENT 3 15 
Ik ve Neglect to do this, our Sacrifice of Praiſe will 
be an Abomination in the Sight of God; And Twilll 
of be the higheſt Arrogance and Preſumtion any longer 
to Expect or rely on a Continuance of the Djayy 
Favour and Protectian: But theſe things, it we do 
ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly, Let us not Fear; Tho 
dur Enemies abroad Rage Furiouſiy, Tho' the People 
at Home imagine 4 vain Thing, Tho' after ſo many 
Remarkable Defoe, they endeavour to repeat their 
Attempts, to involve us in New Difficulties, and again 

to kindle up the Flames of Seditzon and Rebellion in 
the Land; Let us not fear; The. Lord of Hoſts u 
-with us, the God of Facob is our Refuge. 7 


